 Worship Service
December 12, 2021
Third Sunday of Advent
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  Prelude                                                                   Dawn Carpenter    

Welcome and Announcements
                           Fred Entrekin
 Prayer of Adoration                                          Rev. Bruce Brown
Call to Worship (from Isaiah 11:1-5; 12:6)                             Brian Dove
Leader:   There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

ALL:        And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

Leader:   And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and  with  the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

ALL:     
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.

Leader:
Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth.

Leader:   Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.
Please feel free to sit as needed
Hymn                         We Come, O Christ, to You                           #117     
Third Advent Candle Lighting      –       Olivia and Jackie Clark
                                                      Isaiah 52-7 – The Candle of Joy
Hymn                        Good Christian Men, Rejoice                         #151 
New Testament Reading                                      Luke 1:57-80       
Pastoral Prayer                                             Rev. Bruce Brown
The Lord’s Prayer                                       Pastor and Congregation
Doxology                                                                            #625

Sermon Text                                                                             Psalm 126 
Message                           Ascent of Joy                     Rev. Bruce Brown
Hymn                              Joy to the World!                                          #125
                                                                                                                                                                           Benediction                                                                                       Rev. Bruce Brown
Postlude 



          
        Dawn Carpenter


“Ascent of Joy”


                            


                                        Psalm 126       





                                Rev. Bruce Brown





Joy False and True (verses 1, 4)                                                 





Rejoice for the LORD’s Power is Great (verses 1-3)                





   Rejoice for the LORD’s Promises are Sure (verses 4-6)               


              


"The psalm does not give us joy as a package or as a formula, but there are some things it does do.  It shows up the tinniness of the world's joy and affirms the solidity of God's joy.  It reminds us of the accelerating costs and diminishing returns of those who pursue pleasure as a path toward joy... It encourages us in the way of faith to both experience and share in joy.  It tells the story of God's acts which put laughter into people's mouths and shouts on their tongues... It announces the existence of a people who along with whatever else is happening are able to say, at the center, "We are glad."" ~  Eugene Peterson 
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