Good Friday Service
Enter humbly, worship deeply, stand by the cross to watch your Savior, then leave with a deep sense of peace at His gift for you!

Good Friday is the Friday before Easter. We remember the crucifixion and death of Jesus at Calvary. All four Gospels tell us that Jesus quoted from the Old Testament during his Passion. No Old Testament book is quoted more frequently by Jesus than the Psalms. When we pray the Psalms, we are praying the prayers of God’s people throughout the centuries. But more importantly, we are praying the prayers that Jesus himself prayed. As we go through this service, we will be recalling the last words of Jesus from the cross — words recorded in the Gospels.
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Prelude                                                                                             Lily Brown
Welcome                                                                             Rev. Bruce Brown       

Call to Worship  1 Peter 2:22-25                                    Rev. Bruce Brown

“He (Jesus) committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you and I have been healed. For you and I were like sheep going astray,” but now we have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls.

Special Music                                                                                  Lily Brown
Prayer of Preparation                                                      Rev. Bruce Brown
My Savior’s Love (verses 1, 2, 4, 5) #512
    THE SEVEN WORDS OF CHRIST FROM THE CROSS
THE FIRST WORD                                          Mark Gregory                                      
Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.

Luke 23:32-34                        
And there were also two other, malefactors, led with him to be put to death. And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left. Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.

Before we hear of your death, and the world going into deep darkness, take away all the darkness from our lives, from our souls, from our consciences. Take away all that has offended you, and all that has hurt others. In your mercy, hear our prayer.
THE SECOND WORD                                         Bill Barnett
Today you will be with me in paradise. 

Luke 23:39-43
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence?  We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. ”Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
Lord Jesus Christ, remember us when you come into your kingdom. Remember us, not for our accomplishments, nor for the virtues we rarely display. Remember us as one of the criminal community who hung at your side. Remember us as those in need of your mercy and grace. In your mercy, hear our prayer.

THE THIRD WORD                                             Tom Ellsworth
Dear Woman, here is your son.... Here is your mother. 

John 19:25-27   
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
O blessed Savior, conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, as you cared for your family then, continue to care for your family now; for all our Christian brothers and sisters who live in fear or in hunger or in need. Grant us compassion to love as you love. In your mercy hear our prayer.

Near the Cross  #385 (verses 1, 3, 4)                  
THE FOURTH WORD                                 Johnny Wallace        
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Matthew 27:45-46
 Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land.  And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”  
Holy God, you always hear our cries and listen to our sorrows. And so we pause to absorb this moment of utter agony when you closed your ears to your Son; this moment when he was forsaken, so that we might not be; this moment when he was abandoned when we deserved to be. We pause, and we pray.
               (Pause for a moment of silent meditation)
THE FIFTH WORD                                                Eric Miller
 I am thirsty. 

John 19:28-29
After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, said, I thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth.                           
O blessed Savior, whose lips were dry and whose throat was parched, grant us the water of life. For all of us who hunger and thirst for righteousness, may we taste of your love and mercy now and forever more.

THE SIXTH WORD                                        Keran Dontsop                                      
It is finished. 
John 19:30                               
When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, “It is finished”: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

Lord Jesus, you finished the work you were sent to do. Salvation has been accomplished for your own. Enable us, by your Holy Spirit, to be faithful to our call to follow you. In your mercy, hear our prayer.

The Old Rugged Cross #186
THE LAST WORD                                             Lucas Brown        
Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.

Luke 23:44-46 
And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.

A Prayer for Living and Dying                      Rev. Bruce Brown
Hallelujah, What a Savior!  #175
Closing Prayer                                                            Rev. Bruce Brown
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  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter

  of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured

  the cross, scorning its shame...

                                                                   Hebrews 12:2


