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  Pianist                                                                    Dawn Carpenter
Welcome and Announcements
                           Fred Entrekin
Recognition of Veterans            

                A special moment of prayer in appreciation for our Veterans.
 Call to Worship (from Philippians 4:8-9, Eph. 4:31-5:2)    Brian Dove                         
Leader:
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
People:
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  

All: 
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Please feel free to sit as needed
Hymn                            We’re Marching to Zion                               #555    
Prayer of Adoration                                      Rev. Bruce Brown
Old Testament Reading                                            Psalm 133                         
Pastoral Prayer                                             Rev. Bruce Brown
The Lord’s Prayer                                       Pastor and Congregation
Hymn                                    Pass Me Not                                           #337
Doxology                                                                             #625

Sermon Text                                                                         I Peter 3:8-12
Message                     A Life Giving Community       Rev. Bruce Brown
Hymn                          My Faith Looks Up to Thee                             #410
                                                                                                                                                Benediction                                                                                      Rev. Bruce Brown
Postlude                                                                          Dawn Carpenter



“A Life Giving Community”


                            


                                   I Peter 3:8-12       





                             Rev. Bruce Brown





    A Life of Blessing (verses 8, 11) 





   A Response to Cursing (verse 9-10)





His Face Shining (verse 12)


 





"God's calling of the Christian appears in a marvelous contrariness.  Opposition and hatred cannot thwart the life of blessing.  Even when Christians are cursed, they bless.  This is how Christians ’get even'.  They pay back evil with good, insults with blessing.  This, of course, was the teaching of Jesus, as well as his example (2:23).  'But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven' (Matt. 5:44-45).  Christians are free from vindictiveness because they trust God’s justice; but they are free for blessing because they know God's goodness."  ~ Edmund Clowney 
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