 Worship Service
The Lord will guide you always; 

He will satisfy your needs.
Isaiah 58:11
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   Pianist                                                                    Dawn Carpenter
 Welcome and Announcements
                           Fred Entrekin
Call to Worship (from I Peter 4:19, Matthew 5:10-12)    Brian Dove                         

Leader: Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

         
        People 
Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

All: 
Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.
  Prayer of Adoration                                       Rev. Bruce Brown

   Hymn                       Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above                  #6     
Please feel free to sit as needed
Missions - 17 years in Peru               Larry and Sandy Rockwell
Pastoral Prayer                                             Rev. Bruce Brown
The Lord’s Prayer                                       Pastor and Congregation
Hymn                           The Power of the Cross                                Insert
Doxology                                                                             #625

Sermon Text                                                                      I Peter 2:18-25
Message              Suffering for the Lord’s Sake      Rev. Bruce Brown
Hymn                                     Jesus Saves!                                           #306
                                                                                                                                                Benediction                                                                                      Rev. Bruce Brown
Postlude                                                                          Dawn Carpenter
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 I Peter 2:18-25       





                       Rev. Bruce Brown





A Gracious Life in the Sight of God                          (verses 18-20) 


II.    A Gracious Calling to Suffer in Christ (verses 21-23) 


Our Gracious Savior and Shepherd                                                       (verses 24-25) 


                   


                                                                                                                                                                                                 


"We’re very pleased that Jesus bore his cross for us, but hope that we can avoid bearing a cross as we follow him. We need to realize that suffering is part of living faithfully for all of us, not merely an add-on for super-keen believers. We need to seek to live such a vibrant faith that it cannot and does not go unchallenged in this world. And when suffering comes, we need to let Peter point us to Jesus and suffer well, neither compromising in our conduct nor aggressively attacking those who persecute us. At moments of unjust suffering, we discover who we worship—comfort, or Christ. Let it be the one who suffered for us and will return to bring us home."    


~ Juan Sanchez 
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